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HEADQUARTERS
AIR MATERIEL COMMAND

SEr 2 31947
SUMECT:  AMC Opindon Concarning *Flying Discs”

TO: Commanding General
Army Air Porces
Washingten 25, D. C.
ATTEITION: Brig. Oemeral Ueorge Scimlgen
Ac/is-2

1. As reqaested by AC/AS-2 there i3 presented below th: considered
opinion of this Command concerning tie so—called "Flying Disca®. This
opinion is based on interrogation report data furnished by AS/AS-2 and
preliminary studies by personnel of T-2 and Aireraft Laboratory, Ecgineer-
ing Division T-3., This cpinion was arrived at in a conference betwsen
persomel from the Adr Institute of Tectmolozr, Intelligerce T-2, 0Ifice,
Chief of Engiresring Division, and the Aireraft, Power Plant and Propallsr
Laboratories of Ergineering Division T-3.

2. It is the opinion that:

a. The phencmenon reported is something real and not visionary
or fictitibms.

b. Thers are obiscts probably approximating the shape of &
dise, of sach appreciable size as to appear to-be as large as
alrcraft. .




¢e Thers is a possibdlity that some of the incicents may be
tursl ph » such as meteors.

d by
d., The reported operating characteristics such as extreme
rates of climb, meneuverability {particularly in roll), and action which
must be ccnsidered evasive when sightsd or contacted by friendly air-
craft ard radar, lsnd belief to the possibility that some of the objects
are controlled either marually, autozatically or remotely.

e. The apparent commen doscripticn of the objects is as follcws:-

(1) Metallic or light reflacting surface.
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(2) Absence of trail, except in a few instances when the
object apparently was cparating under high perfor—
mance conditions.

(3) Circular or elliptical in shape, flat o bottem and
domed on top.

(L) Several reports of well kept formation flights varylng
from thres to nine cbjects.

(5) Normally no associated scund, except in three instances
a substantial ruabling roar was noted.

(6) Level flight spesds normally above 300 knots are esti-
mated.

fe It is possible within the present U. 5. koowlsdjes — pro—
vided ertensive detailed developcent is undertziksn — to construct a
piloted aircsalt which has the generzl description of the object in sub-
paragrash (e) above which would be capable of an aporoximate rangs of
T920 miles et suSacaic speeds.

g+ Any developments ir this country along the lines indicated
would be extremely expensive, time consuming and at tha considerabls ex—
pense of current projects and therefors, if dirscted, should bs set up in-
dependently of existing crojects.

b. Due consideration must be given the following:—

{1) The possibility that these objscts ars of domsstic
origin - the product of some high sscurity moject
not known to AC/AS-2 or this Command.

{2) The lack of physical evidence in the shape of crash
recovered axhibits which would undeniably prove the
existence of these objects.



{3) The possibtility that some foreign naticn has a form
of propulsic: possibly puclsar, which is cutsids of
our domestic knowledge.

3. It is recommended that:

a. Headquarters, Arty Air Porces Lssus a dirsotive assigning
a priority, security classification and Code Nime for s detailed study of
this matter to inciude tha preparatizn of complete asts of all available
and partlnent data which will then be mile availabls to the Armr, Mavy,
Atomic Energy Coxmission, JRD3, the Air Foree s:t-ﬂi.ﬂc urhnry er,
RACA, and the RAMD and NZPA projects for nts
with a prelizinary report to be formardsd within 15 d.wa of r-u!.pt of
the cdata and a dalalled report t.\-r-a'ter arery 30 days as the investi-
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gation develops. A complete interchange of dita should be effected,

L. Avaiting a specific directive AMC will contimue the investl-
gation within its current resources in order to more closely defina the
t of the ph Elessnts of Infar=atim

Essential
will be formulated immediately for transmittal thru channels.

ILieutenant Gereral, Ue.S.ds
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